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Dear WCC Foundation Board Members, Staff and Special Friends,

Happy Friday!  Here is some news from SUNY WCC and the WCC Foundation.

The River Journal covered our collaboration with the local nonprofit Grad Bag, which
distributes to new college students dorm room necessities that would have otherwise
been discarded.

SUNY WCC’s TRIO Student Support Services grant was funded for an additional
five years for more than $300K a year.  TRIO improves college retention and graduation
rates among low-income, first-generation students, and students with disabilities
through a range of services including tutoring, counseling, mentoring and financial aid. 
Congratulations to the College’s Institutional Advancement team that works on
government grants and all of the SUNY WCC staff that contributed to securing this
renewed support.   TRIO is one of the programs has been proposed for elimination. 

Information on the impact of the Federal H.R. 1 from the National Scholarship
Providers Association is attached and from the American Association of Community
Colleges is available at this link. 

Some sad news, our one-of-a-kind alumnus Patsy Vallarelli, class of 1950, has passed
away.  Patsy was planning to join us to celebrate the 75th anniversary of his graduation
from SUNY WCC at the Golden Alumni Luncheon in May when he became ill. Those
of you who have attended past luncheons will remember his musical presence and
engaging personality. A loyal WCC alumnus to the end, his family placed a WCC pin
on his lapel for his funeral. 

WCCF Board President Susan Wollin shared information on a training for nonprofits
organized by a consortium of Westchester-based nonprofits including United Way of
Westchester and Putnam, Nonprofit Westchester, and Neighbors Link on the subject of
responding to ICE sweeps.

WCCF Board Member Barbara Abeles was profiled in her new role as a Trustee of
Pace University. 

mailto:dolores.swirin-yao@sunywcc.edu
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https://riverjournalonline.com/around-town/for-the-local-good/suny-wcc-grad-bag-free-shopping-event-provides-students-dorm-room-essentials-while-reducing-waste/218805/
https://www.aacc.nche.edu/2025/07/10/aacc-budget-reconciliation-summary/
https://www.balsamocordovanofuneralhome.com/book-of-memories/5616725/Vallarelli-Patsy/index.php
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xs4JjbKhTTGd7sEQ6IRgUg#/registration
https://www.pace.edu/news/two-new-trustees-bring-passion-progress-and-purpose-pace
https://www.pace.edu/news/two-new-trustees-bring-passion-progress-and-purpose-pace
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Dear Jennifer, 


The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (H.R. 1) was signed into law earlier this month, bringing 
sweeping changes to federal student aid policy. While much of the public focus has been 
on student loans and repayment plans, we wanted to share a quick snapshot of the 
provisions that are most likely to impact scholarship providers and the students we serve. 


 


 


 


 


1. Loss of Pell Eligibility for “Pellionaires” 


Students with significant assets but low income—measured by a Student Aid Index (SAI) 
at least twice the maximum Pell Grant—are disqualified from Pell eligibility. 


 


   
 


 
Implication: Students from rural families, those with generational assets (e.g., farmland, 
small businesses), or trust-held wealth may lose Pell access. Scholarship providers who 
serve these populations may face increased aid requests or confusion from affected 
applicants. 


 


   
   


 


    


 


 


2. Pell Ineligibility for Full Ride Recipients 


Students awarded a “full ride scholarship” from their institution are no longer eligible for 
Pell Grants. 


 


   
 


 
Implication: While this does not explicitly reference outside/private scholarships, it may lead 
institutions to adjust their packaging policies. Scholarship providers could see increased 
displacement or be forced to adapt award structures to avoid triggering Pell ineligibility. 


 


   
   


 


    


 


 


3. New Accountability Metrics for Postsecondary Programs 


Programs that fail to show earnings above thresholds (e.g., graduates must out-earn high 
school diploma holders or bachelor’s degree holders) may lose federal aid eligibility. 


 


   
 


 
Implication: Providers funding students at low-performing programs may see a reduction in 
eligible institutions or student attrition if those programs are defunded. This could affect 
award renewals or completion metrics. 


 


   
   


 


    


 


 


4. Creation of Workforce Pell Grants 


A new “Workforce Pell Grant” is established for short-term, job-aligned programs lasting 
8–15 weeks at accredited institutions. 


 


   
 


 
Implication: Scholarship providers may wish to broaden eligibility or market their aid to 
students in these fast-track certificate or technical programs, especially at community 
colleges. 


 


   
   


 


    







 
5. Increased Excise Tax on College Endowments 


Colleges with high endowments per student will face higher excise taxes—up to 21%. 


 


   
 


 
Implication: Some institutions may respond by reducing their discretionary aid, matching 
funds, or scholarships for outside award recipients. This could impact financial aid stacking 
strategies or raise unmet need. 


 


   
       


 


 


6. Expanded 529 Plan Flexibility 


New qualified uses include curriculum materials, educational therapies, dual enrollment, 
and test fees. The annual spending cap rises from $10,000 to $20,000. 


 


   
 


 
Implication: Families using 529 funds may reduce their reliance on need-based 
scholarships, altering aid gaps. Scholarship providers may need to reassess how family 
resources are factored into eligibility formulas. 


 


   
   


 


    


 


 


7. Cuts to Medicaid Funding 


Federal Medicaid cuts could force states to divert funds from higher education to cover 
health care gaps. 


 


   
 


 
Implication: This may lead to higher tuition and fees at public institutions, driving greater 
financial need among students and increasing the pressure on scholarship providers to fill 
that gap. 


 


   
   


 


    


 


 


8. FAFSA and Reporting Changes 


Restores exemptions for small business and family farm assets in FAFSA calculations. 
Also adds new reporting mandates (e.g., Social Security Numbers on AOTC and LLTC 
claims). 


 


   
 


 
Implication: FAFSA changes could help some applicants appear more aid-eligible. 
However, new reporting requirements could increase administrative burdens or confusion 
around aid documentation. 


 


   
   


 


 


 


We’re continuing to monitor implementation guidance and will share updates as they 
become available. In the meantime, if you have questions or are hearing concerns from 
your community, please reach out! We’re here to help. 


Sincerely, 


 


 


  


 


 


  


 


 


 


 


 
Jackie Bright 
President & CEO 
National Scholarship Providers Association 


 


   
 


 











The publication Black Westchester covered  the graduation of student participants of
Environmental Leaders of Color (ELOC) from its Student Environmental
Ambassador Program, hosted at the SUNY WCC Mount Vernon Extension Center.

 

Have a nice weekend everyone!

 

Best,

Dolores

 

Dolores Swirin-Yao (she/her/hers) What does this mean? 

Executive Director, Westchester Community College Foundation

Vice President, External Affairs, SUNY Westchester Community College

Hartford Hall

75 Grasslands Road

Valhalla, NY 10595

 

ds38@sunywcc.edu

Office phone: 914-606-6562

Mobile phone: 917-723-2008

 

www.wccf-ny.org

Blog and news: https://wccf-ny.org/news/

 

 

 

https://blackwestchester.com/environmental-leaders-of-color-teens-collect-200-gallons-of-used-cooking-oil-receive-awards-and-recognition/
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/hra/downloads/pdf/services/lgbtqi/Gender%20Pronouns%20final%20draft%2010.23.17.pdf
mailto:ds38@sunywcc.edu
http://www.wccf-ny.org/
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