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“Westchester
Community College will 

always be the beginning of 
my future, and receiving a 

scholarship is what has 
made all of that possible.”

Annie Pingry Appel

Recipient of the
Urstadt Family Scholarship of 

Distinction 



We are 

Westchester 

County’s largest, 

most inclusive,

farthest reaching 

higher education 

institution.

Our locations

Our students



The Lowey Family
is proud to support

Westchester Community College
whose life-changing contributions to

the education of American youth
were long championed by

Nita M. Lowey



“Thank you for this financial relief 
for me to prioritize my academic 

endeavors. This award will 
improve my academic endeavors 

because it provides me with 
additional motivation.”

Tim Zaccheo

SUNY WCC
Viking ROADS Student



Chris Williams
Emcee



Nita Lowey was a perennial source of leadership and support to our 
community and families, on both a local and national level. We cannot 
quantify her impact.

We are so grateful to DeCicco & Sons for their commitment to our 
students in terms of providing sustenance and financial support.

The American Women of African Heritage are invaluable role 
models for our students and community.  We thank them for their 
contributions to our lives.

Deborah and Gary Raizes



The Culinary Arts and 
Hospitality Management 
curriculum leads 
students to careers, not 
only in restaurants, but 
also in commercial, 
on-site, and institutional 
establishments.



DeCicco & Sons
Corporate Citizenship Award



The Department of 
Student Involvement

believes that every 
student has the right to 
community, connection, 
and self-development.

#VikingStrong





American Women of African Heritage, Inc.
Community Leadership Award



“My time studying abroad 
at Cambridge University 

offered a profound 
change of my perspective 

on the world.”

Daniel Benalcazar

Participant in the 
Cambridge Study Abroad 

Programme





“Thank you and all donors like 
yourself who make scholarships 

such as this one possible for 
investing in the future of students 

like me.”

Charlie Seiler

Recipient of the 

Nita & Stephen Lowey Scholarship



The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey
Public Service Award

Jonathan Pollack

wishes

Westchester Community College

great success!



The Fashion Design & 

Technology program 

enables students to 

develop skills in textiles, 

pattern making, garment 

construction and apparel 

design.





SUNY WCC 
gets students 
career-ready 

and offers 
Career Expos 

throughout the 
academic year.





Dr. Christolyn A.  Williams

Voyager Award 2026

“Students continue to enhance my knowledge, 
and to energize my scholarship and teaching. 
I am constantly learning from them as I teach, 
and they help me to see a future that is as bright 
as their possibilities.”



The PepsiCo 
Foundation  
Scholarship 

program provides 
financial and 

mentoring support 
for current students 
from underserved 

communities. 



A BIG THANK-YOU
 to this evening's honorees

AMERICAN WOMEN OF AFRICAN HERITAGE, INC.
and 

DECICCO & SONS

for their support and commitment in providing education 
opportunities for all. 

Tonight, we also honor and recognize the late

U.S. CONGRESSWOMAN NITA M. LOWEY

a tenacious fighter for women, children and families.

Connie Curran 



Thank you to DeCicco 
& Sons, ShopRite, 

Feeding Westchester 
and all the generous 
supporters of SUNY 

WCC’s annual 
Thanksgiving dinner 
give-away, serving 

more than 300 
students.



SUNY WCC students receiving a scholarship are
three times more likely

to graduate—and graduate on time

The WCC Foundation is a catalyst.



Congratulations to the 2026 Gala Honorees
The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey

Public Service Award

DeCicco & Sons
Corporate Citizenship Award

American Women of African Heritage, Inc.
Community Leadership Award

Rachel & Kenneth Rader



SUNY WCC was among the 
first community colleges in the 
nation to receive a grant from 

All Within My Hands, the 
band Metallica’s foundation, 

to support our advanced 
manufacturing programs.



full-time faculty

159
part-time adjunct faculty

587

SUNY WCC 

is a career destination

for faculty who love to teach.





Congratulations 

WCC Foundation Honorees 
Thank you for all you have done.

Joanne Landau
and 

Fred Schwalb



Honors College 
graduates 

 







A handful of our many Corporate Partners …



SUNY WCC was 
the first SUNY 
campus to be 
designated a 

Hispanic Serving 
Institution.



Congratulations
2026 Gala Honorees

Transforming Futures Together

Lila and Abbott Stillman



59% 
of students 

experience at least 
one form of basic 
needs insecurity

80%
of students had 

previously 
stopped out of 

college, or were 
considering 

stopping out of 
college due to 

basic needs 
insecurity 14%

are experiencing 
homelessness

48%
are dealing 

with housing 
insecurity

41%
face food 
insecurity

Source:
The Hope Center on Basic Needs Insecurity





Total Impact

ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS

O R

Total income added 

in the county

Portion of county’s GRPGRP

Total jobs supported 

in the county

$585.6 million

5,837

Impacts on Westchester County by industry
(jobs supported)

State social benefits from SUNY WCC

As large as nearly a third of the entire 
Transportation & Warehousing industry



Congratulations to the 2026 Gala Honorees

The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey
Public Service Award

DeCicco & Sons
Corporate Citizenship Award

American Women of African Heritage, Inc.
Community Leadership Award

Susan & Marc Wollin



SUNY WCC’s newly 
minted nurses were 
celebrated at the 
Nurse Pinning 
Ceremony. Nurses are 
in great demand in 
today’s workforce.  



Congratulations to DeCicco & Sons 
on being honored with the 

2026 Corporate Citizenship Award



A Special Thank You The

Patrons
Barbara Abeles & Gareth Wells

Meryl A. Allison & Elisa E. Burns, MD
American Women of African Heritage, Inc.

Lois Kroll
Pat Lunka & Gary Berkman
Robert & Irene McNamara

Linda & Robert Moser
PKF O’Connor Davies

Alice Tenney & Budd Wiesenberg
Lucille Werlinich

Susan & Marc Wollin
Susan Yubas & Michael Benenson

VIPs
The Lowey Family

Deborah & Gary Raizes
Cornelia & Rob Spring

The Urstadt and Biddle Families

The Lowey Family
Deborah & Gary Raizes
Cornelia & Rob Spring
The Urstadt and Biddle Families

Benefactors

Constance Curran
Jennifer & Bud Gruenberg

JPMorganChase
Rachel & Kenneth Rader

The Stern Family
Lila & Abbott Stillman

SUNY Westchester Community College Board of Trustees
Wildey Group and Its Members Joanne Landau & Fred Schwalb

SUPPORTERS*A SPECIAL THANK-YOU TO ALL OF OUR 2026 

*As of April 26, 2026

Cocktail Reception Sponsor
Krasdale Foods



A Special Thank You The

Supporters
Madeleine & David Arnow
George E. Austin
Barbara & Frank Axel
Bank of America Private Bank
Betty & Stuart Cotton
DeCicco & Sons
Anne & Richard Janiak
Katzman Produce
Carmen L. Martínez-López &

  Iván R. López
Plan A Advisors
Jonathan Pollack
Yvonne Pollack
Joyce & Joel Seligman
Evelyn Stock
Jeremy & Dorathy Sunshine
Turner Construction Company

Vikings
Beacon Bank
Sara Shemin Cass
Toby Crystal
Cuddy & Feder LLP
Linda Ellis
Good Rebellion
Doug & Lori Greene
Lorna Hawthorne
Imperial Dade
Elyse & Barry Klayman
Melone Brothers Bakery
Karen & Jeff Neuburger
Bettina & Michael Prober
Florence Sinsheimer
Dolores Swirin-Yao
TIFF
Webster Bank
Westchester County Federation of
     Women’s Clubs
White Plains Hospital
Teresita & J.T. Wisell

Friends
Shirley Acevedo Buontempo
Beverly Aisenbrey
Antonucci & Associates, Architects & 
     Engineers, LLP
CBIZ CPAs P.C.
The Cheese Guy
The Richard & Barbara Dannenberg Family       
Aleida Frederico
Grasso Brothers General Contracting, Inc.
Kathleen Halas
Jack Lita
Senator Shelley B. Mayer 
Lisa McGowan
Musco Food Corp.
Dr. Bettye & John Perkins
     Today’s Students, Tomorrow’s Teachers
Richard & Ruth Shearer
Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Katherine & James Stipicevic
Iris Williams

Student-Ticket Sponsors
Shawn M. Brown & Judith J. Geraci
Brenda B. Hunter, In memory of 
     Helen Williams
Ursula G. LaMotte
Susan Lawrence Catering, Inc.
Karen Taylor

*As of April 26, 2026

A SPECIAL THANK-YOU TO ALL OF OUR 2026 SUPPORTERS*



The Native Plant Center’s mission is to educate people 
about the environmental necessity, economic value 
and natural beauty of native plants in the Northeast. 
The Center is located on the Valhalla campus.





We are delighted to support the

Westchester Community College Foundation 

and celebrate tonight’s honorees

The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey
Public Service Award

DeCicco & Sons
Corporate Citizenship Award

American Women of African Heritage, Inc.
Community Leadership Award

Meryl A. Allison & Elisa E. Burns, MD



“Education became a way 
for me to pivot and grow in 

ways I did not know 
existed.”  

Bridget Freeman

Recipient of 
The Axel Family Scholarship



2026 WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Cornelia Spring
CHAIR

Susan Elion Wollin
PRESIDENT

Meryl A. Allison, Vice President
Jennifer Gruenberg, Vice President

Patricia Lunka, Vice President
George Lindsay, Secretary
Robert Cordero, Treasurer

Directors Emeriti

Frank S. McCullough, Jr.
Theodore Peluso*
Harry Phillips, 3rd*

Betsy May Stern
David Swope*

S. McCullough, Jr.

Theodore L. Peluso*

Harry Phillips, 3rd*

Betsy May Stern

David Swope*

Honorary Directors

Joe Carlucci
Florence Sinsheimer

Dorry Swope
Robert R. Wiener

Robert R. WienerExecutive Director

Dolores Swirin-Yao

*deceased

Barbara A. Abeles
Shirley Acevedo Buontempo
Dr. Amy Ansehl
George E. Austin
David J. Berry
Andrew Bracco
Sharon Farman Cooper, Esq.
Betty Cotton
John A. DeCicco
Lisa M. Denig, Esq.
André G. Early

Aleida M. Frederico
Doug Greene
Kathleen Halas
Dr. Kamil G. Hamaoui
Lorna Hawthorne
Peter Herrero
Cristina Hill
Joyce A. Hirsch
Anne Janiak
Honorable Kenneth W. Jenkins
Amy Kelley
Elyse Klayman
Joanne Landau
Patrick LaValley
Thomas Lee, MD
Stephen Lowey
Richard Martinelli
Melissa Maurer
Matthew G. McCrosson
Philip J. McGrath

Robert K. McNamara
Dr. Belinda Miles
Dr. LeRoy W. Mitchell
Dr. Josephine Moffett
Linda Moser
Jonathan K. Pollack
Rachel Rader
Deborah Raizes
Dr. Raymond Sanchez
Joyce Seligman
Honorable Cecile D. Singer
Lila Stillman
Katherine Stipicevic
Evelyn Stock
Jeremy Sunshine
Ruth Suzman
Alice Tenney
Lucille S. Werlinich
Sani Williams
Susan Yubas





Some great destinations our students have gone from here…

Albany, Binghamton, Buffalo, FIT, 

Farmington, New Paltz, Purchase, 

New Paltz, Oneonta, Stony Brook

Baruch, Hunter, 
John Jay, Lehman



Through SUNY WCC’s Campus 
Food Pantry and other 

assistance throughout the year, 
the college helps students 

address food insecurity.



Barbara A. Abeles
Patricia Keegan Abels
Meryl A. Allison & Elisa E. Burns, MD
Saverio A. Battaglia
David J. Berry
Elizabeth Bracken-Thompson
Joseph P. Carlucci, Esq.
Robin Cooke
Betty Cotton
Toni Cox-Burns
Toby Crystal
Constance Curran
Marie & John A. DeCicco, Sr.
Lisa M. Denig, Esq.
André G. Early

CHAIR
Melissa Maurer

A Special Thank You to Our Gala Committee

Matthew G. McCrosson 

Philip J. McGrath

Robert K. McNamara

Linda Moser

Wendy Nadel

Jonathan K. Pollack

Deborah Raizes

Michael Romita

Joanne Rosamond

Richard Shearer

Florence Sinsheimer

Cornelia Spring

Betsy May Stern

CO-CHAIR
Susan Yubas

Barbara A. Abeles
Patricia Keegan Abels
Meryl A. Allison & Elisa E. Burns, MD
Saverio A. Battaglia
David J. Berry
Elizabeth Bracken-Thompson
Joseph P. Carlucci, Esq.
Robin Cooke
Betty Cotton
Toni Cox-Burns
Toby Crystal
Constance Curran
Marie & John A. DeCicco, Sr.
Lisa M. Denig, Esq.
André G. Early
Aleida M. Frederico

Betsy May Stern
Sarah May Stern & Mark Rosenblatt
Lila & Abbott Stillman
Jeremy Sunshine
Ruth & Andrew Suzman
Dolores Swirin-Yao
Dorothea H. Swope
Alice Tenney
Elinor F. Urstadt
Gloria Welcome
Lucille S. Werlinich
Teresita Wisell
Honorable Richard G. & Marilyn Wishnie
Susan & Marc Wollin

Dr. Marsha Gordon
Jennifer & Bud Gruenberg
Kathleen Halas
Dr. Kamil Hamaoui
Janice Haughton
Lorna Hawthorne
Joyce A. Hirsch
Anne Janiak
Honorable Kenneth W. Jenkins
Dr. Marcia V. Keizs
Marcia Klein
Joanne Landau &
    Rabbi Fred Schwalb
George Lindsay
Jackie Lowey
Patricia Lunka

Carmen L. Martínez-López &  
    Iván R. López
Matthew G. McCrosson
Philip J. McGrath
Robert K. & Irene Z. McNamara
Dr. LeRoy W. Mitchell
Linda Moser
Ben Naylor
Jonathan K. Pollack
Rachel & Kenneth Rader
Deborah Raizes
Michael N. Romita
Richard Shearer
Francine Taplin Shorts
Flo Sinsheimer
Cornelia Spring



WCC Dance is a cultural arts organization that supports 
performances for our students enrolled in dance courses at 
SUNY WCC, as well as extracurricular dance activities and 
events organized by the Performing Arts students and faculty.



Congratulations 
to the WCC Foundation and tonight’s honorees

The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey
 Public Service Award

DeCicco & Sons
 Corporate Citizenship Award

American Women of African Heritage, Inc.
 Community Leadership Award

Linda & Robert Moser



The state-of-the-art 
Robert R. Wiener 

Center of Excellence in 
Cybersecurity equips 
students to become 

trained professionals in 
this high-demand field. 





The Art and Design 
program at SUNY 

WCC offers diverse 
courses to help 
students unlock 

their creative 
potential and 

pursue their artistic 
dreams.



Congratulations to the 2026 Gala Honorees

The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey
 Public Service Award

DeCicco & Sons
 Corporate Citizenship Award

American Women of African Heritage, Inc.
 Community Leadership Award

Barbara Abeles and Gareth Wells



The Radiologic Technology A.A.S. program at SUNY 
Westchester Community College offers comprehensive 
training for students aiming to join the fast-evolving field of 
medical imaging.



Robert and Irene McNamara 

join the 

WCC Foundation 

in honoring 

The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey

 DeCicco & Sons 
and 

American Women of African Heritage, Inc.



60% of 

SUNY WCC 
students are the 

first in their 
families to aspire to 

a college degree.







“Education is a tool for 
socialization and 

connection, giving you 
the ability to converse 

on subjects you find 
fascinating with 

people that have the 
same interests.”

Grace Higgins

WCC Honors College





The high-tech Health Sciences Simulation Center for 
Interprofessional Education opened in October 2025, 
equipped with programmable, realistic manikins that 
stand in for human patients.



Pat Lunka and Gary Berkman
are proud to

SUPPORT WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION
and

CONGRATULATE TONIGHT’S WCCF HONOREES

The Late U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey
Public Service Award

DeCicco & Sons
Corporate Citizenship Award

American Women of African Heritage, Inc.
Community Leadership Award



The Office of Alumni Engagement builds meaningful 
relationships among a network of alumni and friends.





“I am deeply grateful to receive 
this scholarship that aligns with 

my view of helping people in 
need, and I will continue to 
work using the knowledge I 

gain to contribute to my 
community and beyond.”

Monica Sanchez Ponce

Recipient of the
Kathryn W. Davis 

Global Community Scholarship



Susan Yubas & Michael Benenson

Congratulations
to tonight’s honorees

& 
Thank you to the 
Gala Committee



SUNY WCC’s 
Athletic Department 
offers a wide variety 

of men’s and 
women’s team 

sports throughout 
the academic year.  





The multifunctional 
Communications, 
Journalism, and Media 
Arts Multimedia Center 
at SUNY Westchester 
Community College is 
designed with the latest 
technology for 
multimedia production.



Congratulations 
and 

Best Wishes 
to the 

2026 Gala Honorees

Lois Kroll



The English Language Institute has nearly 1,600 
adult English language learners and 100 teachers.





Increased enrollment 
at SUNY WCC is in its 
6th consecutive year, 
with the Spring 2026 
semester marking the 

most significant 
growth in more than 

a decade.



Cocktail Reception Sponsor



“I am grateful for this gift, 
as it will help me reach my 

goal of one day working at a 
National Park to preserve 
local wildlife populations.”

Riley Murphy

Recipient of the

Cowan Family Scholarship



A Special Thank You The

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Special thanks to those who helped to make this evening a success:

Media Sponsor

Abigail Kirsch at Tappan Hill Mansion

Ronnie Siegel, Collage Creative

Corporate A/V

The faculty and staff of the SUNY WCC 

Culinary Arts and Hospitality Management Program

Executive Printing

Good Rebellion

House of Flowers

John Vecchiolla Photography

Caitlin Davis of the Lydia Fenet Agency

David Venturini (WCC class of 1999), 

Howard Weissman and the entire crew from 
Moving Pictures Audio & Video Productions, Inc.

The SUNY Westchester Community College Student 
Jazz Ensemble



We welcomed the 9th cohort of students to SUNY 
WCC’s Honors College for academic year 2025–2026. 



Westchester Community 
College Foundation

Sends Special Thanks to the

GALA COMMITTEE
&

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

For making the 
2026 Transforming Futures Together Gala 

a Success!



Thank you for believing in the power of education and helping SUNY WCC students transform their futures. 
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